[Potent and continuous relief of spinal bone pain due to metastasis of non-small cell lung cancer by treatment with gefitinib--a case report].
A 79-year-old woman with advanced non-small cell lung cancer was admitted to our hospital for palliative terminal care after failure of initial radiotherapy followed by chemotherapy with S-1. She had severe back pain due to metastasis at the sixth thoracic spinal bone. Gefitinib was administered and rapid relief of bone pain was obtained. During the first four months, gradual reduction of all measurable lesions was obtained. However, these lesions except for spinal bone metastasis re-grew and five months later, she died of cachexia. Treatment with gefitinib was continued until she died because of the complete relief of bone pain.